
On the second floor, there is a space known as the Discovery 
Gallery. This space has many exhibits inside of it. There are lots of 
animals, including large polar bears. These animals are not alive, 
and they cannot move. On one side of the room, there is a mummy. 
The mummy is behind glass and it will not move. If I do not like 
these animals or the mummy, I can move away from them. This 
room can also be a nice space for me to go if I am overwhelmed 
because it is usually very quiet. There are couches, books, and a 
rocking chair to help make me more comfortable. This is a nice 
place to relax and learn.

Discovery Gallery



On the second floor, there is an area known as the World 
Around Us. The first exhibit that I will see is called the Eco Explor-
er. It looks like a large screen up on the wall. There is a bench in 
front of this screen that I can sit down on. Once I sit down, there 
is a wheel in front of me that spins. If I spin that wheel, the cursor 
on the screen will move and then I can push the center button on 
the wheel to select an area on the screen. When I select it, the 
screen will show me all about the area that I selected. This is a fun 
way to learn about different areas of land. 

Eco-Explorer



In the World Around Us, there is a room that is painted light 
blue. When I walk into this room, I will hear a whirring sound of a 
machine. This noise is not very loud, but it is constant. In the 
middle of the room, I will see a large machine that has many 
different buttons and levers. There are small balls inside of this 
machine that represent water. These balls flow down what looks 
like a river. I can stand by one of the buttons or levers and 
change the flow of the water. This is a fun way to learn about the 
water cycle in an environment.

Go H2O



On the second floor, there are two tubes with a table in be-
tween. On the table, there are various supplies that are different 
weights and sizes. The goal is to find out which items can be blown 
out of the blowers and which items cannot. In addition, items might 
be combined together to change their behavior in the blower. I can 
take a piece of material and put it into the blower. I have to make 
sure that I am watching so I see how the material acts. It is really 
cool to see the items blow up into the air.

Wind Tubes



In the World Around Us, there is a room that is painted in all green. In 
this room, there is a large, green trash container. However, I cannot put 
trash into this container because it is an exhibit. There are four buttons 
on this container and I can push them to learn about different ways to 
get rid of waste. When I push one of the buttons, a cartoon version of a 
piece of trash will pop up on the screen and will start talking. The 
voices of these characters can be kind of loud, so I can cover my ears if 
I need to or stand further away from the garbage can. These characters 
are very funny and interesting to watch. 

Take Out the Trash



In the World Around Us, there is a room that is painted green. Near the 
cave, there are lots of animals that you can look at. In order to get a closer 
look at some of these animals, I can look up the Tree Scope. When I look up I 
can see up into the trees and spy for different kinds of animals and animal 
habitats. When I move the tree scope, I will hear the sounds that are created 
by the different animals that I should be able to see. These sounds can be 
loud, but I know that these sounds are just recordings and it is okay. 

Tree Scope



On the second floor there are two sets of small blowers that often have 
small balls floating over top of them. Many people like to try to blow the ball 
from one blower to another. This is almost like playing catch. I can also stick my 
hand in the blowing air to try to disrupt the ball or see what happens to the ball. 
I could also try to blow other items.  It makes me happy to see the ball floating in 
the air. 

Bernouli Blowers



In the World Around Us there is a room that is painted 
purple. In this room there are two machines that sit side by 
side. These machines have chairs inside of them that I can sit 
at. Once I am inside, I can pretend that I am an astronaut. 
There is a joystick that attaches to my seat and when I push 
the buttons I can control where my spaceship will launch. On 
the screen, I will get to see the different layers of the atmo-
sphere while my rocket blasts upward. It is very fun to pre-

Skytracker



In the World Around Us, there is a room that is painted in purple. In this 
room, there is an exhibit that is the favorite of many visitors. At this exhib-
it I can learn about what it is like for a meteorologist to give a weather 
forecast in front of a green screen.  I get to make a choice to decide what 
type of weather forecast I am going to give. Then the words will appear 
on the teleprompter and I become the meteorologist who is explaining 
what the weather looks like. A camera is recording me while I give my 
weather report and then I can watch myself on the TV that is hanging on 
the wall. This is so much fun!

Weather Watch



In the World Around Us, there is a room that is 
painted in all green. In the middle of this room you 
will see what looks like a large rock. This represents 
an underground cave. It is a little bit darker than the 
rest of the room, but there is still some light. If I am 
feeling brave, I can get down on my hands and 
knees to crawl through the cave. I can feel safe 
knowing that there are not real animals in the cave 
and that my friends and family can crawl through 
with me. I like to see all of the wonderful structures 
that make up the inside of a cave. 

Cave Crawl





In the World Around Us, there is a room that is painted green.  In this 
room, there is a shopping cart that is attached to the wall. This shopping 
cart is connected to a small TV in order to play a game. In this game, the 
shopping cart travels down grocery aisles and I can select which type of 
item that I want to buy. My goal though is to buy the items that are made 
and packaged in the most environmentally friendly way. When I check 
out, the cashier will tell me how environmentally friendly the items I se-
lected are. Then I can remember how to be environmentally friendly 
when I buy items in a real grocery store. 

Check Your Choices



In the World Around Us, there is a room that is painted green. On 
one side of this room, there is a line of different animals that you 
would see in a forest. There are also two benches that have a small 
control pad in front of them. Using this control pad, I can learn all 
about these animals that live in particular habitats. I can use the 
control pad, but I cannot reach over the glass to touch the animals. 
If I do reach over the glass, there is a good chance that an alarm 
will go off. This is because we are trying to protect these animals. 
As long as I just look with my eyes and touch the control pad, I can 
have fun.

Diversity Dilemma



On the second floor, there is an exhibit that looks like 
a large construction crane. This exhibit has two different 
levers as well as a steering wheel. I can use these different 
levers in order to move the crane and pick up large foam 
blocks. Once the crane has picked up the block, I move the 
piece over to the stand and place the piece in order to 
build a structure. Sometimes I might get frustrated because 
the pieces might fall over. It is okay, I just need to keep 
trying to build it up. 

Build it Up



On the second floor, there is a space known as 
the Chemistry Kitchen. This space is home to many 
things. It is not always open, and when it is not open 
there is a gate that closes it off. I will be okay if I 
cannot go into this space. Sometimes there are 
demonstrations or activities that happen in this 
space. These will vary by day, but the times can be 
found by going to the front desk or by looking at the 
board next to this space. I can watch the demonstra-
tion, if I want to. If I do not want to see the demon-
stration, I do not have to go inside the Chemistry 
Kitchen. 

Chemistry Kitchen



On the second floor, there are gears that hang along the wall. These 
gears have the names of people or organizations who have donated to 
create the second floor space. These gears can be turned and many chil-
dren like to turn them. They will make a loud noise if they are being turned 
quickly. If I do not like the sound, I can ask the people I am with if I can go 
somewhere else. If I want to, I can use the handle to turn the gears. Turning 
the gears is fun!

Grateful Gears



On the second �oor, there is a section of the museum that has con-
veyor belt that has many products on it. These products are made in either 
Kentucky or Indiana. The conveyor belt goes overhead, so the items are 
above me. In order to see all of the items, I will have to look up. I do not 
need to worry about the items falling down on me because they are 
secured above. 

Products on Parade



On the second floor, in the corner, there is a car that is up 
on the wall. This car is a solar powered car, which means it is 
powered by the sun. This car does not move and I cannot get 
inside of the car. This car is only for me to look at, not for me to 
climb on. I can learn a lot from reading about the solar car. 

Solar Car



On the second floor, there is a machine that I have to pay to use. It 
costs $3 to use this machine. I need to ask the person that I am with, if I 
can have money to get inside this machine. After I put the money in, I 
can get inside of the machine and then the machine will start blowing 
air. The winds will reach a high speed before slowing back down. Some-
times, the machine will take my money, but will not work. If this hap-
pens I can tell a person in the lab coat that the machine is broken. It is 
okay, if this doesn’t work because there are a lot of other fun things to 
do. 

Tornado Machine



On the second floor there is a container that is full of building 
blocks that are known as Zoobs. These pieces are meant to be linked 
together to create new shapes or objects. I can use these pieces to 
design and build. I can make anything that I want with these pieces.  
These pieces are not made to be thrown. I could break these pieces or 
hurt one of my friends if I throw the pieces. Therefore, I will only use 
these pieces to build. 

Zoobs



On the second floor there is an exhibit that uses wind 
energy to move different shaped cars up an inclined plane. 
The wind blower on this machine can make a loud noise. If it is 
too loud for me, but I still want to play with the cars, I can 
move one of the cars over to a quieter space to play. If I want 
to play with the machine, all I have to do is put a car on the 
track, push the button, and then watch what happens to the 
car. It is fun to try all of the different cars to see the affect that 
shape has on the outcome. 

Wind Tunnel



On the second floor there is an exhibit that is all 
about bridges. There are many parts to this exhibit. 
There is a suspension bridge where I can move the sus-
pension cords to see which way makes the best bridge. I 
can also roll cars down the suspension bridge. There are 
two computers that I can use to see the various jobs of 
people in construction and a timeline of the bridge con-
struction here in Louisville. It is fun to explore and learn 
all about bridges. 

Bridges



On the second floor there are two satellites that are 
sitting across from one another. In front of them are orange 
cones. These orange cones have holes in the top of them 
that I can put my ear up to or talk through. If there is a 
person at the other satellite, they can talk to me and I can 
talk to them. I have to talk into the satellite for the mes-
sage to work. It is fun to send secret messages that only I 
and my friends can hear. 

Whisper Dishes



On the second floor there is a table that is in between 
two satellites. On this table there are paper templates, scis-
sors, and a launcher. If I am feeling like it, I can help make my 
own paper rockets. I can even add extra things to the rocket 
to make it unique. Then I can put my paper rocket on the 
launch pad, press the launch button, count down from 10, 
and then watch my rocket blast off into the air. It is so exciting 
to see my rocket go flying up towards the third floor.  

Rocket Launcher 



On the second floor, there is a small circular table that sits 
next to a tool box. In the toolbox, there are circular disks that 
have holes in the middle. There are also skinny, wooden pegs in 
the toolbox. I can slide the wooden peg through the holes in the 
circular disks to create a top. It is fun to spin the tops that you 
make. I can even add more than one disk or move my disks 
around to change the way my top spins. I like to race my friends 
to see who will make the best top. 

Last Top Standing



On the second floor, there is a toolbox that is full of 
wood and screws. All of these pieces of wood come in vari-
ous sizes and they all have holes in them to allow them to 
be screwed together. Many guests like to use these pieces 
to build chairs, ladders, and even houses. Here I can use 
my imagination to become an engineer and build whatever 
I would like. I have to screw the screws in tight so that my 
creation can stand tall. 

Skyline



On the second floor there is a large magnetic wall. 
On this wall, I will see lots of pipes that twist and turn 
different directions. There may be a path already built 
on the wall, but if no one is playing with the pieces, I 
can move the pieces around to create a path of my own. 
Then my friends and I can take one of the wooden balls 
and roll them down my path. It is interesting to experi-
ment and see where my ball will end up. 

Pathways



On the second floor there are a bunch of blocks that 
are black and yellow. These blocks have numbers on 
them from 1-10. Plus there is a keystone piece. If I want 
to build an arch, I will need the help of a friend or family 
member. I will place the pieces starting with number one 
and build my way up to number 10. The keystone goes in 
the middle because it is the piece that holds the arch 
together. Sometimes the arch will fall and that is okay. I 
can try again. 

Arches



On the second floor there are two tables that are full of 
blocks. One of the tables has foam blocks and the other table 
has wooden blocks. Here I can build my own creation and then 
test it against the strength of an earthquake. There are three 
different buttons I can press that represent various types of 
earthquakes. There is a button that says shake, one that says 
rattle, and one that says roll. There is a good chance that my 
structure may fall down. I should keep trying to build the per-
fect structure that will not fall over. It is exciting to see my struc-
ture survive an earthquake. 

Create a Quake


